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people, most brutal and most tyrannical of all rulers. Thou
hast no longer to submit to the good pleasure of the king3
it is true, but thou hast to submit to popular caprice and the
republic; a frightful government, which means public
ruin, and which is not suited to modern peoples; too rich, too
learned, and, above all, too depraved for a government
which presupposes abnegation, sobriety, and all the virtues.
It cannot last.
I hoped to see Noel, the King of Prussia's cook, at Angou-
leme, but I only found his father, who treated me very
well, and also possessed, 1 found, a veritable talent for
making pates. He assured me that he would undertake to
send any pates I might order all over Europe, to any ad-
dress I gave him.
'What!   to Venice, London, Warsaw, Petersburg!3
'Constantinople, if you like, and to prove that I am not
deceiving you, you need not pay for them till you hear they
have arrived at their destination.'
I took him at his word, and sent some to my friends in
Venice, Warsaw, and Turin, and received thanks and com-
pliments for each.
This man had grown rich by his trade. He told me he
sent many to America; and with the exception of those which
were shipwrecked, they all arrived in perfect condition.
They were made for the most part of turkey, partridge, and
hare, stuffed with truffles, but he also made them of fete
$j larks, and thrushes.